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RECENT THEOLOGICAL LITERATURE. 



Theologischer Jahresbericht. Herausgegeben von G. KrOger. 
Zwanzigster Band, enthaltend die Literatur des Jahres 1900. 
Berlin: Schwetschke & Sohn. Complete, M. 30. 
Erste Abtheilung : Exegese, bearbeitet von Baentsch und Meyer 
(pp. 1-288). M. 9. Zweite Abtheilung : Historische Theologie, 
bearbeitet von Liidemann, Preuschen, Ficker, O. Clemen, Loesche, 
Kohlschmidt, Lehmann, Hegler und Koehler (pp. 289-796). 
M. 12. Dritte Abtheilung : Systematische Theologie, bearbeitet 
von Mayer, Scheibe, Sulze, Elsenhans (pp. 797-1086). M. 9. 

Now that the twentieth volume of this valuable and well-nigh indis- 
pensable compendium of theological publications is almost completed, 
thus rounding out the second decennium of its useful existence, it may 
not be inappropriate briefly to survey the gradual growth of this 
excellent bibliographical repertory. The first volume appeared in the 
year 1882, with Professor Punjer, then scarce thirty years old, as editor- 
in-chief. For four years he continued this arduous work, not only edit- 
ing the whole volume, but also contributing, from year to year, a large 
share of the annual summaries. Of his original twelve collaborators 
only one, H. Liidemann, is still to be found among the contributors to 
the twentieth volume ; three more, Dreyer, Holtzmann, and Siegfried, 
continued until last year. The fourth volume was almost ready for 
distribution when, on May 15, 1885, Punjer died after a short illness. 
He had given much of his time to the Jahresbericht gratuitously — as 
did also his successors — and it is said that this additional burden 
which he, always of delicate health and of weakened constitution, took 
upon his shoulders, broke his health completely and brought him to an 
early grave. 1 His colleague and collaborator, Professor R. A. Lipsius,. 
became the editor for Vols. 5-1 1. Vols. 12-14 were edited by H. 
Holtzmann, the famous New Testament critic ; Vols. 15-19, by Holtz- 
mann and G. Kriiger, the church historian, who had become a regular 
contributor since 1888. 2 With the present volume Holtzmann relin- 

1 Punjer is known chiefly as the author of a " History of the Philosophy of the 
Christian Religion Since the Reformation" (Geschichte der christlichen Religions- 
philosophie seit der Reformation), 2 vols. 

s Well known to the readers of this Journal through his article on " David 
Friedrich Strauss," published in this Journal, Vol. IV, pp. 514-35, July, 1900. 
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quishes his task as editor and contributor to the Jahresbericht, now 
edited by Kriiger alone. During these twenty years the Jahresbericht 
had counted among its contributors some of the best-known authori- 
ties, theologians of world-wide reputation. A few may be mentioned 
here : Carl Siegfried, the Semitist and Old Testament scholar, from 
Vols, i to 19 (inch), when sickness compelled him to give up that part 
of his work ; for the same length of time Holtzmann contributed his 
careful resume's on New Testament subjects ; W. Gass and H. Basser- 
mann, of Heidelberg ; Nippold, of Jena ; Dorner, of Berlin ; and 
others. The number of contributors has grown from thirteen to 
twenty-three. 

The Jahresbericht, of which "it can truly be said that nowhere in the 
field of theological literature there is a work similar to it," 3 has never 
been a paying venture from a publisher's point of view ; its steady 
growth* has rendered this financial situation more desperate from year 
to year. The present writer has it on best authority that the editor- 
in-chief receives no compensation at all for his truly gigantic task of 
editing a volume of more than 1,200 pages, contributed by more than 
twenty different men, who in their turn receive only a most insig- 
nificant honorarium. Almost all the work on this volume is a labor of 
love, and hard labor it is. The number of subscribers is comparatively 
small, and unless it can be considerably increased within a short time, 
the work will have to be discontinued. And yet it is indispensable to 
every student pursuing researches in any branch of theology. Cannot, 
will not, the readers of this Journal, interested as they are in the 
advancement and spread of theological learning, contribute their share 
toward the maintenance of this grand repository by urging colleges, 
seminaries, and public libraries to become subscribers to it ? Much, 
we are persuaded, can be done here, if the matter is brought to the 
attention of those who are and always have been ready and willing to 
support a most worthy cause. The attention of our readers is also 
called to the fact that every part of the Jahresbericht may be had 
separately, and that the use of each part is facilitated by the carefully 
prepared index, sold for only 2 marks. It is true that the Jahresbericht 
to some extent seemingly neglects American publications ; but this is 

'See this Journal, Vol. II, pp. 388-91, April, 1898. 

* Notice the gradual increase of the report from year to year ; pp. 389 ; 463 ; 
406; 412; 566; 528; 558; 560; 608; 597; 658; 649; 692; 680; 690; 880; 940; 
946 (Vol. 19). In the first volume exegetical theology occupied 73 pages ; historical 
theology, 114; systematic theology, 85; in the present volume (20) these three 
departments fill respectively 288, 508, and 290 pages. 
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not so much the fault of either editor or contributors as it is that of 
authors neglecting to send copies for review. Wherever and whenever 
it is possible, the editor and contributors have endeavored to do justice 
to all. 

Beginning with Vol. 21, the section " Oriental Languages and Litera- 
tures, etc.," comprising Egyptology, Assyriology, Arabic and Ethiopic, 
Aramaic dialects, Phoenician, Semitic palaeography and manuscripts, 
will be intrusted to a specialist along those lines, as was suggested in 
a former notice. 5 We congratulate editor and contributors upon the 
work so well done in the past, and bid them good cheer, sympathy, 
and best wishes for a still better future. "Invaluable as a guide to the 
student at the present time, the importance of this compendium will 
be immeasurably enhanced in the days of future generations." 6 

W. Muss-Arnolt. 
The University of Chicago. 



Spinoza's Gottesbegriff. Von Elmer E. Powell. Halle: 
Niemeyer, 1899. Pp. ix+113. M. 3. 

The question as to whether God, in Spinoza's system, is a self- 
conscious intelligence, or a substance of which no such definite predi- 
cates can be affirmed, is one which still haunts the students of this 
fascinating and perplexing author. For the second view speak such 
statements as the denial of intellect and will to the divine being. For 
the first view speaks the fact that cogitatio is one of the divine attri- 
butes. The monograph of Dr. Powell is a study of the general out- 
lines of Spinoza's system, and of the particular passages which bear 
upon this problem. He utilizes not only the Ethics, but the Short 
Treatise, which was not accessible to some of the earlier writers who 
have argued the question ; and his conclusion, based to a considerable 
degree upon certain explicit statements in the Short Treatise, is in 
favor of the second alternative named above. In this I think he is 
right, in so far as the terms "self-conscious intelligence" are taken in 
any sense capable of interpretation in terms of human consciousness. 
At the same time, one feels that the Spinoza of the fifjh book of the 
Ethics, if asked whether, in saying " God loves himself with an 
infinite love," he means merely that each man loves his fellow, would 
have replied : " No, I mean something far deeper than this, and some- 
thing which mysticism has always striven to express, however inade- 
quately. To be one with God is not merely to love my fellow-man, 

s Vol. II, p. 388, of this Journal. 6 Ibid., p. 391. 



